
  

!  Adopt A River Mile 

Overview  
Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful’s Adopt A River Mile program provides an 
opportunity for groups, organizations, individuals and businesses to give back to our 
community through beautifying sections along the TN River.   The Adopt A River Mile 
allows for individuals and groups to adopt river miles to clean the river of debris.  With 
landowner permission, groups may improve their TN River Mile through litter cleanups, 
removing non-native invasive plants and planting native plants .  KTNRB will recognize 
your efforts by celebrating your group’s commitment to the environment and our 
community on our website, social media and by providing a metal outdoor sign to display 
at your business, residence or along the mile stretch with the landowner’s permission. 

Program 
The goal of the Adopt A River Mile program is to improve the TN River through river 
cleanups, creating a sense of pride and responsibility to improve our river and our 
environment.  

Groups choose an adoptable mile for a minimum of one year.  Find a river mile closest to 
you at http://cdm16021.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ref/collection/p16021coll10/id/133. Once 
you’ve selected your desired mile, complete the registration form at 
www.keeptnriverbeautiful.org.  If the mile is adoptable, KTNRB will notify you of your 
official adoption!  If it is not, suggested miles will be provided. 

The adopted river mile will be required to be cleaned up twice a year by the organization.  
Groups, with landowner permission, may also choose to improve the TN River waterways 
by removing invasive, non-native plants and planting native plants along the waterway.   

KTNRB will provide all the necessary equipment to organize and participate in a litter 
pickup to include garbage bags and gloves.  After each cleanup, the organization will 
email, mail or fax a record of the clean up to Keep TN River Beautiful at 
laura@keeptnriverbeautiful.org or 865.429.2373.  The documentation includes volunteers’ 
names, completed safety waivers and the amount of litter collected and/or number of 
invasive plants removed.   

Prior to the first cleanup, or any new participant participating in a cleanup, a designated 
person must review safety procedures and acquire a signed release of liability and waiver 
for each volunteer.  These waivers must be turned in with the cleanup data. 
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http://www.keeptnriverbeautiful.org
mailto:laura@keeptnriverbeautiful.org
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Recognize your volunteers by sending pictures!  Groups that participate in Adopt A River 
Mile will be rewarded and recognized through KTNRB’s volunteer appreciation 
celebrations, acknowledgement on our website, social media and recognized via a press 
release after initial clean up.  This is in addition to the metal sign your group receives.  

Safety  
Your safety is of utmost importance – more important than getting a piece of litter.  
Because of that, KTNRB has compiled a list of safety reminders to remind participants 
prior to each pickup.  As you adopt a river mile, safety guidelines and reminders will be 
provided to you to ensure your volunteers are working safely. 

About 
Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful is a program that began after Living Lands & Waters 
held a river tour along the Tennessee River.  CNN Hero Chad Pregracke and team removed 
18,372 lbs of debris with 194 volunteers from the river on the inaugural tour.  The two 
main supporters of the tour, TVA and Keep TN Beautiful, wanted to continue the success 
of the river project.  The two organizations partnered to create the Keep the Tennessee 
River Beautiful to create an established, long term effort to improve the Tennessee River.  

Want to foster employee morale, improve your group’s sense of pride and commitment or 
make a difference in our community?  Get started today! 

For More Information Contact: 
Laura Howard 
Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful 
laura@keeptnriverbeautiful.org 
865.850.4098 
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